
Essai sur Robert Frank
Arnaud Claass

The mythical figure of Robert Frank has influenced the history of photography and cinema. His work,

a rare example of a fusion of world narrative and self-narrative, has helped to demolish categories of

judgment that have become obsolete.

Arnaud Claass meditates on the singular intensity of the artist’s images and on his formal

requirements. He examines the paths he has followed and the visual and literary worlds that have

nourished him. He scrutinizes his quest for authenticity, his relationship to exile and hope, his

complicity

intellectual.

Beyond the upheaval wrought by the Americans and then The Lines of My Hand, Frank’s opposition

to the overarching model of photographer-filmmaker as a pretender to the truth is maintained

through more than sixty years of creation. This is why his work continues to be a reference for

countless young artists who are reluctant to the academic commands of our time.

The photographic work of Arnaud Claass (born in 1949) appears in numerous public and private

collections in Europe, America and Japan. He taught until 2014 at the National School of

Photography, Arles and he regularly teaches in the United States, Ireland, Switzerland, Belgium,

Italy. Writing has been an important part of his work since his beginnings.
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