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Photography is not a stable object, it depends on the techniques that produce and disseminate it. Its
role, like that of any image, is not limited to representation functions alone, but is more broadly part
of a symbolic, economic and technical environment. For this double reason, photography operates
according to an economy specific to images and takes place in a more general economic
perspective. The image indeed supports many modes of transaction, replacing or redoubling the
functions of money.

This functionalization of images deserves to be questioned as much in its topicality as in its
historicity, notably following the work of Marie-José Monzdain. The increase in digital photography
has not changed the foundations of this iconic economy, but gives it an omnipresence which now
puts it in competition with the products of the real economy.
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