
I Love you for ever Hiba
Monique Deregibus

Indeed, "I love you for ever Hiba" was "taken" on one of the photographs that gives read this
inscription at the Statue of the Martyrs, Place des Martyrs in the heart of Beirut. This title will now
serve as equity Lebanese love to travel in the summer of 2005, as the presence of which always
resist the turbulence of the world, and where historically, before 1975, the pulse beat of the city at
full speed, (as the square was the place trade ports and crossings of the peoples of the
Mediterranean basin and beyond), the role of martyrs – following the war that lasted fifteen years –
is now shaved, deserted, made a vast solitude of parking without a soul, insidiously bordered by the
virgin megastore and uptown facelift with great capital of the trust Solidere.
If the work of Monique Deregibus remains committed to meet with cities – not just which of course –
because it will always try to keep alive a form of violence in representation that would intimate
equivalence the very act of photography. In this context, the title of the exhibition (and book) is a
kind of impertinent challenge to thwart the tragic fate of the city to fully explain what light of love,
through his heroic gesture, wins and is now able to haunt the area.
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