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Julien Coquentin

This work is the fourth installment in the Terre & Territoires collection.

It is said that the photographer writes with light. Except here, we have turned off the light, leaving
only the imagination. And writing. Julien Coquentin, a photographer skilled in observing territories,
took on the challenge: not to photograph. To write.

What happens to images when a photographer is deprived of his tool? When all he has left are his
eyes in unfamiliar territory and the substance of his imagination? With the freedom offered by carte
blanche, the photographer forced himself and chose the form of a novel. What did he make of the
territory? What did he make of reality? Julien explores the shadowy aspects of human psychology,
inspired by a master painting illuminated by candlelight to tell us about the fragility of existence.

In the Moulin de la Fontaine in Thoré la Rochette, nestled in the Loir Valley, a little girl grows up and
traverses history from the 1940s to the present day. Julien’s story contains elements of crime fiction,
fantasy, and tragedies, tenderness, and the passage of time. This work concludes a cycle of
residencies supported by two structures in the Centre-Val de Loire region over four consecutive
years.

GAST (guast, wast, vast, gat, gaast): n.m. — Devastation, plunder, damage, waste; devastated land,
ravaged, uncultivated country; abandoned land, in a city or countryside; solitude. Julien’s story
contains elements of crime fiction, fantasy, and tragedies, tenderness, and the passage of time. It is
in the Moulin de la Fontaine in Thoré la Rochette, nestled in the Loir Valley, that a little girl grows up
and traverses history from the 1940s to the present day. This work concludes a cycle of residencies
supported by two structures in the Centre-Val de Loire region over four consecutive years.
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